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TO ALL BRANCHES

Dear Colleague
MEDIA COVERAGE – KEEP THE POST PUBLIC

The Postal Services Bill returns to the House of Commons today to vote on amendments from the Lords. As a result this is a high profile media day for the union.  Nationally we have had a strong presence from early this morning with the General Secretary appearing on ITV Daybreak and Sky Breakfast News.  The General Secretary has welcomed the amendments on TV but made it clear that there is as yet no buyer and that CWU will continue to represent postal workers into the future, defending jobs and services.  He has also said “privatisation of the postal service is still wrong”.  

In addition to the General Secretary we have been proactive at expressing the view from postal workers in the country.  As part of this media strategy we have presented Rob Wotherspoon, a rep in Bristol and Dominic Beck, a rep in London to explain the impact on postal workers as case studies.  Both of these reps were filmed and shown on ITV and Sky News.  Other officials and reps are appearing on regional broadcast outlets.   

It is important that our message today is consistent and attached is the union’s national press release to assist Branches with local news.  If we can get more case study individuals representing the postal workers view that privatisation is wrong this will be beneficial.

The national press release is attached for your assistance.

Any enquiries on this LTB should be addressed to mmurray@cwu.org 

Any assistance or support required in managing local media will be addressed by Sian Jones on 0208 971 7267.

Yours sincerely,
KEVIN SLOCOMBE

Head of Communications
Att.
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Postal Privatisation looms











The Communication Workers Union warns that the UK’s postal service faces an uncertain future once the Postal Services Bill passes through parliament tomorrow (Thursday).







MPs will vote on amendments to the Bill tomorrow in the final parliamentary stage before Royal Assent, expected later this month. The legislation will enable the full or part privatisation of Royal Mail and will sever the link between mail business and the post office network. The legislation will also mean the government taking on the historic pension deficit and will abolish Postcomm and give regulatory control of postal services to Ofcom.











Billy Hayes, CWU general secretary, said: “The UK’s postal services face an uncertain future because of the government’s Bill. Without strong guarantees the post office network could be stripped of a third of its income when Royal Mail is privatised leading to thousands of closures.







“The new law means the Universal Service, six days a week one-price-goes-anywhere, could be downgraded in just four years and we fear that consumers will see massive price hikes. Privatisation has lead to a three-day a week rural service in the Netherlands and postage costs twice as high as ours in Germany.







“Royal Mail is already under huge pressure from the government to slim down and appear attractive to a private buyer. There’s no evidence that a buyer exists and this uncertainty is very stressful for postal workers.







“Regardless of who buys this business, the CWU will still be representing the interests of postal workers. We will be fighting for jobs and services for the long-term as we are not governed by the short term profit motives of ‘spivs and gamblers’, in the Cabinet or elsewhere.”
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A poll of subpostmasters on behalf of the CWU published last month showed 92 per cent thought their post office was either very unlikely or unlikely to survive without mails business provided by Royal Mail. Less than 1 per cent said they would be very likely to survive.











-ends- 







Notes to editors:



         The poll of 800 sub-postmasters was conducted on behalf of CWU by The Campaign Company between 26th and 28th April 2011.



         There are 11,905 post offices across the UK, of which 10,174 are ‘sub-post offices’ (Postcomm 2009/10 annual report).



         CWU has 211,000 members in post, telecoms, mobile and financial services industries. It is the biggest union in the communications sector.
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